
Hattie Rees Hanley, MPP
Director and Co-Founder, Right Care Initiative, Center for Healthcare 
Organizational and Innovation Research, UC Berkeley School of Public 
Health
Ms. Hanley co-founded the Right Care Initiative in 2007 with the Deans of the University of 

California, Berkeley and UCLA’s Schools of Public Health, clinical experts, and State of California 

leadership to improve patient outcomes in high yield areas for preventing disability and death, 

where the science is clear, but the uptake is uneven. The Right Care Initiative is a public-private, 

charitably-funded collaborative effort that has thus far worked in the areas of prevention and better management of Hospital 

Acquired Infections (HAI), heart attacks, strokes, diabetes and heart failure. Ms. Hanley has directed the initiative since its 

inception, in close collaboration with leading experts in the field. The hallmark of her public policy career is bridging across the 

disparate arenas of business, government, health care delivery, science and academia. Ms. Hanley received her Master’s degree

in Public Policy from Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government, after studying health economics and pre-

medical coursework at UC Davis. Since that time, she has applied her background in science and public policy in the areas of 

clinical quality improvement, public health preparedness and improving laws to protect patients. She was instrumental in the 

negotiations and passage of the set of California laws known as the Patient Bill of Rights, which includes the right to a Second

Medical Opinion and Independent Medical Review. The Right Care Initiative is a program within the UC Berkeley School of Public 

Health’s Center for Health Organizational and Innovation Research (CHOIR). Ms. Hanley has been invited by the Centers of 

Disease Control and Prevention to be a founding member of the National Hypertension Roundtable.



William J. Bommer, MD, FACP, FACC
Statewide Chairman, Right Care Initiative University of Best Practices;  
Specialty Delegate, California American College of Cardiology and 
California Medical Association; Director, California ePCI Program; 
Director, Prevention Forward Program and Professor of Medicine, 
Division of Cardiovascular Medicine, University of California, Davis

Dr. Bommer’s service to the American College of Cardiology includes his current role on the 

California Executive Committee; as well as former roles as President, Vice-President, Governor, 

and Member of the Board of Governors. As an accomplished UC Davis Clinical Professor of 

Medicine, he directs UC Davis Cardiology’s Noninvasive Services; directs the Cardiology Fellowship 

Training Program and sees patients in the Coronary Critical Care Unit. As the longest-tenures UCD 

Training Director, he has trained over 200 practicing cardiologists. Dr. Bommer has been the Principal Investigator or Co-Investigator of 

multiple NIH, NHLBI, and international research trials. He is a member of 50 international, national, state, and university education 

commissions and committees. Dr. Bommer founded and is a Board Member of numerous hardware and software startup companies and is 

an inventor of patents for xerography, color-flow ultrasound imaging, and contrast echocardiography. His public service includes quality 

improvement consulting with the State of California and directs multiple programs including CA Pilot Percutaneous Coronary Intervention 

(PCI) (offsite) Program, CA Elective PCI (offsite) Program, and CA Cardiac Surgery and Intervention Outcomes Program. He has authored 

over 250 scientific publications, received over 100 Honors and Awards, presented over 1000 papers at International, National, and Statewide 

meetings, and coauthored California Legislation including SB 357 and SB 906. A Physics and Chemistry graduate of Cornell University, he 

received his medical degree from the State University of New York. He is an Honorary Lifetime Member of the British Cardiovascular Society, 

an avid skier, and a marathon runner.



John W. Zamarra, MD, FACC
Practicing Cardiologist & Assistant Clinical Professor, University of California, Irvine

John W. Zamarra, MD, FACC was one of the first cardiologists to research the effects 
of meditation on coronary heart disease and to introduce it into clinical cardiology 
practice. His background bridges the traditional western medical traditions and the 
holistic natural Eastern traditions giving him a unique insight on healthcare. He 
completed his post-graduate internal medicine training and cardiology fellowship at 
the State University of New York-Buffalo Medical Center and is a Fellow of the 
American College of Physicians and the American College of Cardiology. 

He served as Medical Director of the Cardiac Rehabilitation Department at Placentia Linda Community Hospital in 
Orange County, CA; Chief of Staff at Kindred Hospital in Brea, CA; and has been Assistant Clinical Professor of 
Medicine at the University of California at Irvine for over two decades. Dr. Zamarra has lectured widely on the 
effects of meditation in the U.S. and Canada, including a presentation to the U.S. Department of Defense at the 
Pentagon, and numerous engagements with the Veteran’s Administration. 



Javier E. López, MD, MAS
Associate Professor and Medical Director of Cardiac Rehabilitation, University of 
California, Davis

Dr. Lopez is an adult Cardiologist at UC Davis and his research focuses on 
personalizing and maximizing the recovery of cardiac patients by combining medical 
therapies and lifestyle modifications. He will present on the implementation of a 
hospital-based automated referral process for the enrollment of patients with 
myocardial infarction and/or PCI to a comprehensive cardiac prevention & 
rehabilitation program.


